220    THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF    EDUCATION

guided parents and  over-conscientious teachers believe
that a little bit of extra coaching, an hour or two of
special preparation, may result in an individual child's
success. . . .    Practical experience  indicates   cramming
does not pay.   The scripts of any scholarship examination
provide   the   evidence   every   time.   What   amount   of
cramming will add a fraction to the inherent mental power
of the child ?   Teaching is an interaction between teacher
and pupil and examining is a reaction of the pupil to the
stimulus ; the examiner wants the reaction from the pupil
alone, and the crammed child is choked, so that the re-
action is slow and laboured.    Cramming will not give
powers of insight and vision to the child. ...   To the
child a scholarship examination should be a routine incident
in school life, an incident which by its very novelty becomes
a joyous adventure. . . .   Let the teacher have faith in
the product of his year-long labours, so that the native
capacity of the child, fostered and guided by well-thought-
out plans, which began to operate when the child first
toddled to school, may respond freely to the stimulus, the
exceptional stimulus of this one day.    Let the teacher
forget or ignore the examination as much as possible'.1
As far as I know, this advice is equally applicable to
teachers in preparatory schools.   In all cases with which
I am acquainted the children who take the examination
in their stride do at least as well as those specially prepared.
When the syllabus is such that children must forgo some
of the projects by which they educate themselves in their
own way, they accept the passing of an entrance examin-
ation as a necessary project and tackle it accordingly.

I am almost afraid of being accused of dragging in King
Charles's Head when I add to the above comment that
there are skills equally important as reading, writing and
arithmetic and, indeed, more important for young children.
Perhaps this point is dealt with better under the discussion
1 B. C. Wallis, The Technique of Examining Children.